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SACRAMENTO UPDATE

Pursuit of County Position

Adult Protective Services (APS) Program. In upcoming budget subcommittee
hearings, the County Welfare Directors Association (CWDA) and the California State
Association of Counties (CSAC) will recommend a $20 million State General Fund
augmentation to the APS Program. APS is a State-mandated program which provides
investigation, crisis intervention and short-term case management services on behalf of
abused and neglected elder and dependent adults. Funding for this program has been
at the same level for the. past six years. Therefore, consistent with Board-approved
policy to support increased funding for the APS Program, our Sacramento advocates
will support the augmentation in the budget hearing process. In addition, my staff
will work with Community and Senior Services staff on an outreach campaign to
encourage our community partners to support CWDA and CSAC's funding
recommendation.

AB 190 (Bass), as introduced on January 25, 2007, would establish a new child welfare
budget methodology to implement the caseload relief recommendations of the SB 2030
Child Welfare Workload Study. SB 2030, which was enacted in 1998, directed the
California Department of Social Services (CDSS) to commission a study of workload
standards in child welfare. The study recommended both minimal and optimal caseload
budgeting standards for the child welfare program. The study findings revealed that
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California’s workload was roughly double the recommended minimum standards.
AB 190 would require the State to budget the child welfare program to meet the
following optimal caseload standards recommended in the study:

Screening, hotline and intake: ~ one worker per 68.70 children

Emergency response: one worker per 9.88 children

Family maintenance: one worker per 10.15 children
Family reunification: one worker per 11.94 children
Permanency planning: one worker per 16.42 children

The budgeting standard would be implemented incrementally over a five-year period
beginning in FY 2007-08 with full implementation by FY 2011-12.

AB 190 would also require counties to develop a plan, in consultation with parents of
children receiving child welfare services, consumers, child advocacy organizations and
social worker organizations, for the use of additional funds to provide social workers
with additional time or support to enhance casework and outcomes for children and
families.

Current child welfare caseloads are based on standards that were devised over
20 years ago. High caseloads make it difficult for child welfare social workers to meet
the current statutory requirements and mandates. Workload reductions would enhance
the ability of social workers to provide vital services to children and families in our child
welfare system and continue the commitment to the outcomes of safety, permanence
and well-being. The Department of Children and Family Services recommends that the
County support AB 190, and we concur. Consistent with existing Board policy to
support proposals to ensure full funding for the Child Welfare Services program,
including increased funding to cover all mandated services pursuant to the SB 2030
Workload Study and the fully loaded costs of a social worker, our Sacramento
advocates will support AB 190.

AB 190 is a re-introduction of County-supported AB 2193 (Bass) which failed passage
in the Senate in 2006 and was co-sponsored by the County Welfare Directors
Association, the California State Association of Counties, the American Federation of
State, County, and Municipal Employees, the National Association of Social Workers,
and the Services Employees International Union.

Currently, there is no registered opposition to AB 190. The bill is scheduled for hearing
in the Assembly Human Services Committee on March 27, 2007. '

AB 340 (Hancock), as amended on March 22, 2007, would establish the Unified
Resource Families Assessment Pilot Project in five volunteer counties selected by the
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California Department of Social Services (CDSS). The pilot project would merge
multiple, duplicative processes for licensing and approving relatives, foster families and
adoptive parents who care for abused and neglected children.

Under existing law, foster care givers are segmented into three groups; relatives, foster
family providers, and adoptive homes. While all givers must meet the same health and
safety standards, the. process for each can vary. For example, all relatives and foster
parents must undergo a second, subsequent criminal background check to become
adoptive parents. This is despite the fact that many foster parents choose to adopt the
same foster children they have cared for, often for many years. In addition, assessment,
training, licensing approval and renewal requirements differ for each foster care giver.

AB 340 would require the CDSS, in consultation with county welfare agencies, foster
parent associations and other community stakeholders, to develop and implement a
pilot program to establish a unified, child-centered resource family approval process to
replace the current multiple process for licensing foster homes, approving relative and
non-relative extended family members as foster care providers and approving adoptive
families. The pilot project would improve safety, permanence and well-being of children
by allowing families to become licensed or approved as foster parents and also being
approved as adoptive parents through one single, unified process rather than the
multiple steps that are currently required. This seamless process would also expedite a
plan for permanency, minimize the need for placement changes if reunification is not
possible and will keep the best interests of the foster child at the forefront during the
placement and decision making process.

The Department of Children and Family Services recommends that the County support
AB 340 because it would help recruit qualified foster and adoptive parents, ensure that
children are safe and well cared for, and promote permanency, and we concur.
Consistent with existing Board policy to support proposals to simplify foster care
program eligibility requirements and enhance permanency for children by streamlining
and consolidating the separate studies and criminal clearances to caregivers for
licensure, approval, and adoption, our Sacramento advocates will support AB 340.

AB 340 is a reintroduction on County-supported AB 2161 (Hancock) which was
introduced in 2006. AB 2161 was amended on August 28, 2006 to delete the provisions
to establish the Unified Resource Families Assessment Pilot Project. AB 2161 was
co-sponsored by the County Welfare Directors Association and supported by the
California State Association of Counties.

Currently, there is no registered opposition to AB 340. The bill is scheduled for hearing
in the Assembly Human Services Committee on March 27, 2007.
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Master Bill List

A roster containing the status of all bills with a County advocacy position is attached.

We will continue to keep you advised.

DEJ:GK
MAL:VE:EW:hg

Attachment

C: All Department Heads
Legislative Strategist
Local 660
Coalition of County Unions
California Contract Cities Association
Independent Cities Association
League of California Cities
City Managers Associations
Buddy Program Participants
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